
HFCS / FINANCE / PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 18, 2021 

 

 

ATTENDANCE: Fr. John, Colleen Kolobow, Rod Colwell, Linda Casey, 
Cameron Edman, Mary Larson, Lee Lamb, Sue Styren, Bob Runkle, John 
Loutsis and Rod Colwell  
 

OUTLINE / PURPOSE: Update on current annual fundraising efforts for 
HFCS  
 
Meeting called to order and Fr. John led us in an opening prayer and the 
October 28, 2021, minutes were approved by Pat King.  
 

DISCUSSION: 

 
Sue Styren, Principal of Holy Family Catholic School (HFCS) read through her 
report and passed out status on fundraising.  Fr. John complimented the 
leadership team on their stewardship of keeping expenses down and 
identifying areas they can work on to address the budget shortfall.  Lee Lamb 
provided an update on SUCCESS and reported they were ahead of the 
numbers from last year and if they double what they budgeted for, their 
budget shortfall will be fully covered. There is a large focus on implementing a 
major donor program and with building those relationships work on a planned 
giving program with the donors.  Alumni are also being contacted for giving.  
 
At least one tour per week is given at HFCS with much interest from new 
families wanting to register their children next year.    
 
Fr. John suggested connecting with Mount Abbey Monastery (Jody) to inquire 
how they have been successful in their benefactor brunch as HFCS is 
planning one. 
 
Linda Casey inquired about having a car donated and offered to contact 
George Gee to make the request. She had several suggestions for 
fundraising.  
 
Bob Runkle asked Sue Styren if they applied for grants and she listed several 
ideas for grants, specifically those for safety of the children. 
 



They have a backup fund that can be used if the major donor program is not 
successful as a last resort but would like to keep some savings in the event it 
is needed for emergencies. 
 

FATHER JOHN UPDATE: 
Fr. John mentioned the great collaboration between the parishes and the work 
we are doing as a united body.  We will be launching conversations about a 
high school in this area and have scheduled Jim Hickel to visit and explain 
how his parish successfully instituted their high school.  Center to facilitate our 
Cabrini Co-Op and provide a gathering space for the parish, whether in the 
Parish Center or an add on to the Mission House. The roofs on all the campus 
buildings are in good shape.  
 
Other parishes in our area are also in need of more space. St George will be 
building a Parish Center for gatherings and incorporate classroom space.  The 
Parish Council will help with guidance on the needs and desires of the parish 
community. Discussion on the need for a classical Catholic School was 
discussed. Ideally it will start small, with grades 9-12 and evolve eventually to 
a K-12 school. There are 6,000 kids in Kootenai county and 2,000 are 
currently underserved.  
 
 
Parishioners will be asked next Spring for feedback on what needs and 
desires they have for our parish community and the entire campus. 
Responses will be accessed with the assistance of the Parish Council. The 
most immediate need will be focused on improving and remodeling our Parish 
Center with classroom updates for Cabrini Co-op and the heating and cooling 
system.  
 
Mary Larson suggested an addition to the current gathering space in the 
Mission House by extending out where the garage is located.  The Mission 
House was originally remodeled in 2016-2017 when we had fewer families 
and the space was accommodating. However, this is no longer the case with 
the large number of families in our parish. When specs and plans were drawn 
for the Mission House, the Diocese was not made aware.  
 
A concern was mentioned there are times we have no altar servers at Mass. 
There are 35 altar servers and sign-ups to serve are 5 days in advance. 
 
Sacred Music: Fr. John mentioned an interesting observation: A few 
parishioners are not pleased with the new music, and most were born prior to 



1960. Those born between 1960-1980 are neutral, and those born after 1980, 
have offered positive comments. Our beautiful church was designed for 
Sacred Music.  Our sister churches in the area offer something different based 
on their own environments and needs.  Special liturgies like Christmas, 
Easter, etc. will be decorated with modifications appropriate for our church 
environment and Sacred Music. There will also be some slight adaptations to 
the Sanctuary in keeping the sacred space sacramental.  
 
The Parish Council will not meet in December and will resume in January. 
 
Closing Prayer by Fr. John 
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